civilian plutonium reprocessing began in 1964. Currently, MAGNOX fuel reprocessed at the B205 facility at Windscale/Sellafield, which has a des: capacity of 1,500 metric tons of heavy metal each year (MTHM/yr).
As of late 1993, the major issue was whether the large new reprocess facility, THORP (Thermal Oxide Reprocessing Plant), would open. An intei campaign by environmentalists had significantly delayed the opening, but British government was expected to give permission by the end of 1993. T would permit the process of starting up the facility to begin in early 1994.
If THORP does open and if it operates as planned, by the end of the dec it would be producing about 5.5 tons of plutonium each year. THORP's owni British Nuclear Fuels Limited (BNFL), have contracts for work through the i of the decade. There is some question, however, tied to other countries' nucl policies, whether BNFL can secure contracts for reprocessing beyond 2002 its first 10 years of operation, an estimated two-thirds of THORP's work we be reprocessing spent fuel for other countries. Most of its foreign work we be for the Japanese, but the facility also has contracts from Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Spain, and Switzerland. A German or Japanese decision to s or abandon reprocessing could seriously affect THORP's profitability.
Fuel Fabrication and Use. A small (8-MTHM/yr) demonstration mi? oxide (MOX) fuel fabrication plant built by BNFL is scheduled to open in H BNFL has also pushed for construction of a MOX fabrication plant that we open in the late 1990s, possibly through a technology transfer agreement > the German corporation Siemens for the same design and 120-MTHM/yr pacity as the stalled facility in Hanau, Germany.5 At the moment, howe little has moved beyond preliminary discussions. British power reac currently do not use MOX fuel, and at present there is no plan to recycle
4Frans   Berkhout,  "Fuel  Reprocessing  at  THORP:   Profitability   and   Public   Liabili Greenpeace, 1992, p. 13.
sMark Hibbs, "BNFL to Decide This Year Whether to Build MOX Facility," Nuclear September 14, 1992, p. 10. Sciences: President Yuri Osipov; Vice President Nikolay P. Laverov; Vice President Rem V. Petrov; Academician Yuri Ossipian; others.nd handling where possible;
